
Writing a Response to Literature Essay 

Claims, Evidence and Commentary: How to weave these components into an effective 

paragraph 

In order to write an effective paragraph, you will need to incorporate three components – Claims, 

Evidence and Commentary.  You will weave these components together to create a paragraph 

that supports your thesis, and flows together logically. 

For the purposes of this example, we will look at some excerpts from a book we have already 

finished – Of Mice and Men.  The goal is to see how to weave these three components together.  

1. We always start with the prompt.  Suppose the prompt asked Steinbeck’s purpose in 

writing the book.  After reading and doing the research, we decide that his purpose is to 

show the reader the damaging effects of the Great Depression.  That brings us to our: 

THESIS: In Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck creates a world of pain and anguish for his 

characters, as his migrant farm workers are forced to deal with not only the economic 

effects of the Great Depression, but also the lasting and equally damaging mental effects 

as well. 

2. Now that we have a thesis, we can start making claims.   

CLAIM: Steinbeck creates a mood of somber depression throughout the novel, and 

does so specifically in his creation of Candy, the old Swamper who cares after his 

ancient dog.   

3. Once we have a claim to begin our paragraph, we need specific and direct evidence from 

the novel to support this claim.  The trick is to weave the evidence into our paragraph. 

EVIDENCE: “For a moment he continued to stare at the ceiling, then he slowly 

rolled over and faced the wall and lay silent.” (49). 

4. Once we have a claim and some evidence, we have to back up these components with 

clear and concise commentary.  This is where we really get into literary analysis, as you 

are able to write about how this piece of evidence supports your thesis statement. 

COMMENTARY: Here, Steinbeck is describing the bitter effects of Candy losing 

his only friend.  The Great Depression robbed people of material possessions, wealth 

and for some the ability to maintain personal relationships.  Throughout the novel, 

Candy is seen petting his dog, telling the other workers about the dog’s glory days, 

and generally acting as if the dog were his only real friend in the entire world.  

When the dog is killed, he reacts with somber sadness and literally rolls away from 

the other men to hide his pain. 



 

5. PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER -   Weave all three components together into a 

cohesive paragraph.  Notice how the evidence from the novel is embedded into the 

paragraph using speaker and context. 

     Steinbeck creates a mood of somber depression throughout the novel, and does so 

specifically in his creation of Candy, the old Swamper who cares after his ancient dog.  

When Candy’s dog is taken out back and killed, Steinbeck shows the turmoil and sadness 

that nearly breaks the old Swamper, showing the reader that, “For a moment he continued 

to stare at the ceiling, then he slowly rolled over and faced the wall and lay silent.” (49). 

Here, Steinbeck is describing the bitter effects of Candy losing his only friend.  The Great 

Depression robbed people of material possessions, wealth and for some the ability to 

maintain personal relationships.  Throughout the novel, Candy is seen petting his dog, 

telling the other workers about the dog’s glory days, and generally acting as if the dog 

were his only real friend in the entire world.  When the dog is killed, he reacts with 

somber sadness and literally rolls away from the other men to hide his pain. 

 

As you can see, the claim, evidence and commentary all fit together, and create a 

paragraph that flows and supports the thesis statement. 

 

 

 


